[image: image1.jpg]ALASKA
YOUTH for

ENVIRONMENTAL

ACTION




2010 Civics & Conservation Summit
Event Description & Overview
The Summit is designed to be an intense, fun experience that immerses participants into the political process while exposing them to conservation issues in our state.  Participants should arrive prepared for five days of learning, discussion, action, and play.  Prior to the summit, each participant will be asked to research a legislative bill related to the environment.  

Core Components   Each day of the Summit focuses on:
· Environmental justice/health/conservation issues; 

· Government function and political processes;

· Civic action tools to help youth engage decision-makers & make their voices heard; &

· Focus bills - legislation that affects our environment and is currently being considered 

Event Schedule 

Summit begins: Monday, March 15th at 2 pm.  

Summit ends: Friday, March 19th at 11 am.  

AYEA staff and volunteers will pick youth up from the airport in Juneau on Monday, March 15, and we will take youth to the Juneau airport on the 19th to fly home.  Some teens may have to spend the evening in Anchorage on the 14th and/or 19th.
 Note: The schedule below is tentative, and subject to change. A finalized schedule will be sent to you one week before the retreat.
Day I:  Politics, the Environment, and You

· Political Identity (influences, leadership style, voice)

· Environmental/social justice and the political process
· Focus Bills Part I: Learn about environmental issues people are interested in, and some of the issues addressed in bills being considered by the legislature

Day II:  Lay of the Land in Alaska Politics
· Alaska Legislature: Who represents me? How?

· How to read and understand bills & How a bill becomes a law

· Focus Bills Part II:  Learn more details about bills start to develop positions on bills

Day III: Getting the Message Out
· Sources of Power: Who has it? Who does not? How do we change this?

· Communicating with the Media and public officials, developing your message 

· Focus Bills part III: Students apply what they learn to their bills and begin message development

Day IV: Take Action!
· Legislative visits with district representatives and senators

· Press conference on key theme/issue for youth at summit

· Community Dinner Celebration

Day V: Bringing It Home!

· How to take action in your community

Accommodations 

We will be staying at: 

The Juneau International Hostel

614 Harris Street

Juneau, Alaska   99801

Phone (907) 586-9559

There are separate accommodations for male and female participants. The hostel has hot showers, a kitchen for prepping meals, and a commons room for hanging out during free time.
Training Location: Monday-Friday we will be training at the Cathedral of the Nativity St. Ann’s [(907) 586-1513], located within walking distance of the capitol building and the hostel.

Meals will also be hosted on site. The menu will be healthy. All youth will be on cooking crews and will learn how to prepare and serve meals for the group! If you have any dietary needs please indicate so on your registration permission forms, and contact Shannon with questions. 
Staff Support

AYEA staff, staff from partnering organizations and volunteers will serve as adult mentors for youth participants. AYEA Program Staff have extensive experience working with teens in a residential training setting and conducting outdoor and environmental education activities.  Our volunteer Adult Mentors have experience in environmental leadership, cross-cultural education, conservation issues, and youth development.  Background checks are conducted on all staff/volunteers for working with minors. 

For every 2 youth there is one Adult Mentor who will chaperone youth during the downtime of the training.  Participants will have access to lots of outdoor space. We do not encourage the use of electronic game devices during the training; youth will have very limited access to internet and TV. 

Emergency Contact

In the event of an emergency, you can reach AYEA staff Megan McBride or Shannon Kuhn on their cell phones (907) 830-3022 or  (907) 301-6995
If you do not reach us at this number, please leave a message at the National Wildlife Federation office with Heather McGee or Jim Adams, (907) 339-3901.
What to BRING!?

Clothing & Materials

Remember, Alaska has unpredictable weather!  Please bring indoor and warm outdoor clothes as we will be spending time outside.  Please contact us if you have questions (907) 339-3907.

Outdoor Clothes

Mid-weight or Fleece Jacket

Long Underwear top & bottoms (1 pair)

Raincoat

Warm coat, hat & gloves

Hiking boots/ tennis shoes
Indoor Clothes  (NO RIPPED CLOTHING, thanks)
Jeans/Casual Pants (2-3 pairs)

Long Sleeve T-shirt (2-3)

Short Sleeve T-shirt (1-2)

Mid-weight Top or Wool Sweater 

Socks (synthetic/wool blends)

Underwear 

Indoor Shoes 

Formal Outfit (see description below)

Other Items & Accessories

Toiletries
    (toothpaste/brush, soap, shampoo, comb, etc)

Headlamp/Flashlight 

Water bottle 

Optional Items

Journal/sketchpad 

Binoculars 

Camera

Music

Laptop Computer

Formal Outfits:  On Thursday the 18th, youth will make formal visits with legislators in the capitol building.  It is extremely important that teens dress appropriately for the capitol building.  AYEA has some formal outfits (skirts/tops/pants for girls and shirts/ties for guys) if you want to use them (let us know your size ahead of time).  Please do not buy all new clothes for the summit!
Women:  1-2 skirt/blouse outfits or nice pant/blouse outfits or dress for legislative meetings on Wednesday March 18th; dress shoes.   
Men:  1-2 shirt/sweater/tie/dress pants outfits for meetings on Wednesday March 18th; dress shoes.

Please note: If you have traditional dress clothes/regalia from your culture that you would like to wear for legislative visits, you are encouraged/ welcome to bring it!
You do not need to bring: sleeping bag, pillow, blankets, or a towel. The hostel will provide bedding and towels for us.

Travel Arrangements 

TRAVEL INSTRUCTIONS:

All participants must arrive in Juneau by 1:30 pm on Monday, March 15th   

Participants may not depart Juneau any earlier than 12:30 pm on Friday, March 19th  

Below is flight information for taking flights out of Anchorage and into Juneau.  We would like anyone traveling through Anchorage to take these flights.  

Mon, March 15th Departure from Anchorage options: 

Alaska Air Flight #62     Departs Anchorage 8:00 a.m.      Arrives Juneau 9:43 a.m. 

Alaska Air Flight #64     Departs Anchorage 11:30 a.m.    Arrives Juneau 1:11 p.m.

Friday, March 19th Departure from Juneau options:

Alaska Air Flight #65     Departs Juneau 12:28 p.m.      Arrives Anchorage 2:14 p.m. 

Alaska Air Flight #67     Departs Juneau 7:45 p.m.        Arrives Anchorage 9:29 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR BOOKING TICKETS: February 25, 2010 (or sooner!)
Participants are expected to book their own travel.  If you are receiving a travel scholarship, send us a copy of your invoice and we will reimburse you.  AYEA will only reimburse ticket prices purchased within a three-week advance. If you need AYEA Staff to book your ticket, let us know ASAP.
Please contact Shannon Kuhn with any questions 

(907)-339-3910
Email shannon@ayea.org 

Alaska Youth for Environmental Action

750 West 2nd Avenue, Suite 200

Anchorage, AK 99501

Fax (907) 339-3980
Cultural Sharing – You are encouraged, but not required to bring:





Photos of your community �(of your family, the land, etc)





Traditional Food to share 





Musical instruments � (to play in the evenings)














FUNDS:


Please bring $30 for personal expenses around town. This may include a fun group activity in Juneau that could cost $ 5-7











